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Personaggi 
Pitagora 

Egli naeque a Samo, circa a meta del VI secolo a.C. 
Poco si sa di lui. Fu un grande matematico e folo5Ofo, 
discepolo di Ferceide e di Anassimandro; studio in Egitto 
la scienza misteriosa di quei sacerdoti. Si trasferi a 
Crotone, colonia deUa Magna Grceia, e cola fondo la 
comunita dei pitagorici. Essi non mangiavano carne,medi
tavano in silenzio e studiavano i segreti dei numeri, che 
avcvano un significto simbolico e religioso. In mate
matica, le tabclline deUa moltiplicazione presero iI nome 
di "!avola pitagorica". In geometria, ancora oggi si 
studia "i1 teorema di Pitagora". 

Paul Cezanne 
Pittore francese deUa corrente impressionista (1839-

1906), disccndeva da una famiglia agiata.·Si reco a Parigi 
a 22 anni per studiare al museo del Louvre le tele dei 
pittori del Rinascimento e soprattutto dei pittori veneti. Si 
unl ai pittori che furono respinti daUa esposizione del 
1866. Con Manet, Renoir e Degas espose le proprie tele 
aUe Mostre Impressioiste del 1874 e 1877. Si ritiro ad 
Ai,,-en-Provence dove lavoro, quasi dimenticato, per circa 
venti anni. Nel 1895 fu aUestita una sua personale dal 
mercante d'arte VoUard. Tra le sue tele ricordiamo 
"Bagnanti", "Giocatori di carte", "La casa dcll'impic
cato". La sua opera resta molto importante perchc iI 
Cubismo, e quasi tutta la pittura del XX sec., vi traggono 
le loro origini. 

Gneo Pompeo Magno 
Pompeo, uomo politico romano (106-48 a.C.), era 

tanto ricco che arruolo tre legioni tra i suoi contadini e 
clienti, e le misc a disposizione di Silla. Morto quest'ul
timo nel 78 a.C. (gli aveva conccsso iI lilolo di 
"Magno"), partecipo aU'ultilna fase deUa guerra conlro 
Spartaco e combattc conlro i pirati che infeslavano iI 
Medilerraneo. Fu Iriumviro con Caio Licinio Crasso e con 
Caio Giulio Cesare; ma la morte di Crasso ruppe iI 
difficile equilibrio fra i Ire. Inviato a difendere la 
Repubblica conlro Ccsare che provcniva daUa Gallia ed 
cra in sosla prcs50 iI fiume Rubicone, fu sconfitto. Riparo 
in Grceia e, a Fars.,lo, sub! una complela disfatta. Fu 
ucciso dai messi di re Tolomeo XIV, che volevano 
conquislarsi I'amicizia di Cesare. 

Stendhal 
Questo e' 10 pseudonimo deUo scirtlore franccsc Henri 

Beyle (1783-1842) che fu sottolenenle dei dragoni di 
Napoleone e combatte' in Italia, in Gennania, in Russia. 
Cadulo l'Impero napoleonico, venne in Italia e precisa
menle a Milano e vi rimasc sei aimi. VoUe che suUa sua 
lomba fossc scritto: "Henri Bele, llIi1anesc". A Milano 
incolllincio' a scrivere biografie di personaggi iIIuslri 
quali Haydn, Mozart, Melastasio, Rossini e inoltre la 
"Storia dclJa pittura in Italia" c "Passcggiatc romane". I 
romanzi che gli hanno dalo fama sono "n rosso e iI 
nero" c la "Certos.., di Panna". 
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L Strumbella 

Pierre e Marie Curie 
Fisici franccsi, Pierre per nascita (1859-1906) e Marie 

Sklodowska (polacca 1867-1934) per matrimonio. Scopri
rono che i sali di uranio hanno proprieta di emettere 
radiazioni. Dopo lunghe riccrche i coniugi �~�u�r�i�e� riusci
rono a i50lare daUa pechblenda il polonio che ha una 
radioaltivita 400 volte maggiore di quella deU'uranio. 
Nel 1898 dalla pechblenda (0 uranile) riuscirono a 
ricavare iI radio.' Queslo importanle elemenlo oltre che 

per 10 studio deUa 
radioattivita c impor
!ante anche per la 
cura del cancro. 
Perilo Pierre in un 
incidente slradale, 
Marie continuo gli 
studi e le ricerche. 
Furono insigniti del 
Premio Nobcl per la 
fisica e Marie, da 
sola, 10 ottenne per 
la chimica. 

Marie Curie 

Giovanni Pascoli 
Naeque a San Mauro di Romagna nel 1855. A dodici 

anni rimasc orfano di padre, ucciso in un'imboscata, e 
I'anno successivo anche la madre mori. Si lauccO in 
Lettcre Anliche a Bologna. Inscgno in varie cilta d'Italia 
prima di succedere .11 Carducci aUa Cattedra dell'Univer
sita di Bologna. Le sue idee socialiste 10 portarono in 
carccre. La sua poesia comprende molti temi Ira i quali 
predomina queUo delle impressioni riportate quando iI 
suo intimo si Irova a conlatto con i paesaggi che 10 
circondono. A queslo punlo egli viene pervaso da un 
doloroso scnso della vita che inlerpreta come un grande 
mistero. DeUe sue raccolte ricordiamo "Canli di Cas
tclvccchio", "'Myricac", "Pocmi conviviali", "Primi 
pocmetti", "Canzoni di Rc Enzo". Mori a Bologna nel 
1912. 

Igor Stravinskij 
Musicista russo nato nel 1882. Ha sludialo con 

Rimskij-Korsakov e ha vissulO prevalenlemcnle in 
Svizzcra, Francia e Stali Unili. Tre sono i suoi periodi 
artistici: queUo russo, duranle iI quale scrissc i ballelli 
per Diaghilcv: ("L'ucceUo di fuoco", "Pelruska"); 
queUo neoclassico ("La Sagra deUa Primavcra"); queUo 
dodecafonico duranle iI quale egli scrive le sue compo
sizioni piu complessc e moderne. Qucsle composizioni 
sono basale sui dodici suoni della scala cromalica 
lemperala usali Iibcralllenle c scnza vincoli con alcun 
lone fondamcnlalc in modo da ottcnere la massima 
IibcrtA di esi>ressionc musicalc. Da ricordare I'opera
oralorio "Oedipus Rc,," c "Sinfonia di Salmi". E morto 
il 5 aprilc 1971 a New York. 
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In Memoriam R.I.P 

Edda Maccini 

We mourn the passing of a dear friend: a woman who was ever 
cheerful, enthusiastic and willing to help. We at BACKHlLL 
bcnefitted greatly from her generosity of spirit as did so many others 
including our churches and associations: from the Scalabrini 
Scampagnata to the Sagra, Edda would be found rolling up her 
sleeves and getting stuck in with boundless energy and good humour. 

Our deep and heartfelt condolences to her husband, Genio and to 
her daughters and sons-in-law and all her family:. their exemplary 
devotion to Edda during her illness is a guiding light for us all. 

From her memorial card we print the following tribute: 
Donna di gran cuore eonsaero" tulla la sua eslstenza all'ajJelto 

della famiglia e di tutli I suol earl ehe oggl la plangono seonsolail e 
la rieordano a quanli I'hanno eonosciuta e amata. 

In the words of Fr. Alan who coneelebrated the memorial mass 
with P. Vico and P. Russo " ... until we meet again". 

Michele Dario 

E scomparso Michele Dario, persona conosciuta e stimata della comunita 
italiana di Londra. Si e improvvisamcnte spento mentre si trovava in ltalia per una 
vacanza insieme alia signora Amcly. 

Michele Dario era nato a Vicenza iI 29 settembre 1919. Ha combattuto nella 
famosa battaglia di El Elameln, Nordafica, dove e stato fatto prigioniero. In 
InghiUerra ha trascorso cinque anni di prigionia: dal 1940 al 1945. Poi e tomato in 
ltalia. Ma vi e rimasto ben poco, viste le difficolta in cui gravava l'ltalia subito 
dope la guerra. Infatti, nel 1947 Michcle part! come emigrato clandestino verso la 
Francia, passando le Alpi a piedi. Poi ncl 1948, una volta ottenuto iI passaporto, si 
trasferi' in Inghiltera. AlI'inizio trovo occupazione come cameriere nella casa 
dell' Ambasciatore Sforza. Qui vi rimase per sei mesi. Poi inizia la sua attivita 
come useiere del Consolato Generale d'Ualia in Londra. AI Consolato Michele ha 
lavorato 35 anni fine al 1984, anno in cui si ritiro. 

Letters dai nostri lettori 

Londra, 13 ottobre 1996 

Gentile Caterina Giaeon, 

Grazie per avenni ricordata di rinnovare BACKHILL, incominciai I'abbonamento di agosto e nel tale mese dovrei 
continuare solo che quest'anno sono stata in ltalia e mene sono dimenticata. 

L'anno scorso mi confusi con dei Iibri che richicsi (My Dream) di Enzo Gizzi e mi ricordai a novembre e rinnovai. 
Prometto che cio non sUcceda piu; seusi, non I'ho fatto per cattiveria. 

BACKHILL per me c moUo gradcvole e apprezzato e trovo piaeere a leggerlo. Ringrazio tutti coloro che si 
occupano di pubblicarlo anche perchC 10 fanno volontariamente olTrendo illoro tempo prezioso. 

Cordiali saluti, sua sinceramcntc, 

Maria Marcantonio 
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HIGH POST 

NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS AT THE INN 1996 
We are planning a New Year to remember - just make sure you're here! 

..A Two night Super Break £130 per person (sharing a twin or double room) 
Saturday 30th December 

Arrive any time after midday on Saturday 30th to take full advantage of the wonderful 
facilities at The Inn. All rooms are en-suite, with satellite television, tea and coffee making 
facilities, phone etc. The lovely Leisure Club, of which you will be honorary members for 
the duration of you stay, has a fully equipped gymnasium, large sauna, a wonderful indoor 
heated swimming pool and big jacuzzi to bask in. 

Saturday evening enjoy a Gourmet Italian Dinner. 

Sunday 31st December 
Full English breakfast, and a full day to enjoy at The Inn, or in the glorious 
surroundings of ancient Salisbury. (Lunch or snacks will be available, but are not included). 
From 8 p.m. a memorable Gala New Year's Eve Dinner in the restaurant will be 
followed by an evening of Celebrations 'at ·Enzo's Night,Club with Champagne at 
midnight, and the party continuing to 2 a,m. (Officially!) 

Monday 1st January 
Bucks Fizz ,Brunch served from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Room check out by midday. 

B One Night Break £85.00 per person (sharing a twin or double room) 
One night accommodation, Gourmet Dinner in the Restaurant, followed by an evening 
of Celebrations at Enzo's Night Club with Champagne at midnight. Relax and enjoy 
yourself as included in this package is overnight accommodation in Twin or Double Room, and 
use of the lovely Leisure Club for the duration for of your stay. Bucks Fizz Brunch on 
Monday morning to set you up again. Room check out by midday. 

There will be a strict dress code of No Jeans or Trainers in Enzo's Night Club, 
but we would hope you will take the opportunity to really dress up! 

Phone Marilyn or Gillian on 01722 782592 

M3 West out of London, filter onto A303 just past Exit 8, signposted Salisbury/Exeter. 
Straight on to Amesbury. Turn left to the A345 and we are three and a half miles on 
the right, opposite the High Post Golf Club. 

Propr~OfS; Eozo and Gilltan Sgooglia • Adm:l\I$trator: Manlyn Power.! 
The lno. tt.gh Post. Ne SaffSbury. WIItShiro, SP4 GAT 
Telephone' (01722) 782592' Fax, (01722) 782630 
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•• IT'AL WINDOWS & 
SECURDOOR IIII 

TOP QUALITY INSTALLATION OF ALL RANGES OF WINDOWS 
WITH MAXIMUM SECURITY 

• Brilliant UPVC with Shoot-Bolt & Spagnolette Locking. 
• Maximum Security On All Windows. 

I J • White Aluminium & Timber Mahogany Windows 
• DOORS - PATIO DOORS 
• CONSERVATORIES - PORCHES 
• Easy Repayments - Licensed Brokers 
• 1 0 Years Insurance Guarantee 

20 HOUSES INSTALLED IN ONE ROAD ALONE 
A COMPLETE FREE DOOR -I I WHEN YOU REPLACE YOUR WINDOWS WITH US. 

D 
FOR A FREE QUOTATION AND MORE INFORMATION 

CALL NOlV MR. VINCENZO 
TEL: 0181-909 2210 OR 0181-909 1811 

Brent House, 214 Kenton Road, Harrow, HA3 8BT 
"TIlE BEST JOB AT A VERY GOOD PRICE" 

Artwork 
and 

Design 

Photo 
Typesetting 

November 96 

High speed 
colour 

printing 

NCRSets 

Plate 
Making 

0181-364 8052/8072 

Fisarmonica 
(Accordion) 

Musica Italiana, Inglese 
e Continentale . . 

per ognr occaslone 

Filippo Baraglia 
Tel: 0181 807 7546 
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Stran,ge but true 
~ A man robbed a bank anned with 
a small pig called .Darling. The man 
had walked into the Naples bank 
holding Darling in his arms, ap
proaching cashier Isanta Mig8i and 
informing her that unless she handed 
over £4000 he would drop-kick the 
unfortunate swine across the foyer. 
"It was like a little pink angel", 
recalled Ms Miggi, "I couldn't bear 
to see it hurt, so I gave him the 
money." The dastardly drop-kicker 
has since struck on four furtiler occa
sions, twice with Darling, once Witll a 
cat called Mittens and once with an 
unnamed goldfish in a bag of water. 
"He's the very worst sort of crimi
nal", stormed one' police officer. 
"Hurting humans is one thing, but 
threatening a harmless pink piglet is 
unf9rgivable" .-

~A girl locked in a dark room for 
more than six years because she had a 
headache was freed by police in 
March. Carmela Borehetti was 16 
when her uncle, 'a fortune teller, 
decreed that tile headache meant she 
was possessed by evil spirits and the 
only cure was to spend seven years in 
a dark room. Carmela's parents put 
her in her bedroom and fastened the 
shutters. Her ordcal ended when 
somcone tipped off a social worker 
who called at her home in Chieti, 
central Italy. Carmela, now 22, pale 
and thin and hardly able to stand, at 
first insisted that she did not want to 
lcave her prison. " Go away," she 
told police. "I inust lie here for six 
more months and then I can live 
again". Eventually, she was put on a 
special diet in hospital. Her mother 
Maria, 49, and her father Francesco, a 
62-year-Old dustman, were not 
charged as, under Italian law, they 
had committed no offence. 

~Sal Aspione hit upon a novel way 
to propose to his fiancee - he slipped 
the engagement ring into her glass of 
Champagne, only to watch in horror 
as she choked to death on it. 

~Anna Malerba, 23, and Mario 
Franco, 25, were hit by lighting and 
badly burned as they had sex in a 
field in Bolzano. 
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~ Aurelio Capizzo should have 
guessed that William Tell re-enact
ments are not a brilliant idea, espe
cially when you are both the marks
man and the target He attempted to 
shoot an apple off his own head, live 
on Italian television using a remote. 
controlled crossbow - and missed 
hitting himself in the eye with the 
arrow instead. 

~ Roberto Cazzola was out on his 
balcony in Milan when a marauding 
fly provoked him into a fit of swatting 
which grew so wild that he toppled 
over the edge and crashed 50 ft into 
tile' street below, breaking his anns, 
legs and three ribs. 

~Hand-gliding is a fairly hazardous 
sport, but it became considerably 
more so near Trieste due to the 
presence of a large midst colony 
frequented by attractive young 
women. Three hang-gliders took to 
cireling the side to ogle the women, 
but this distracted them so much from 
their flying that all three collided in 
mid-air and crashed to tile sand in 
front of tile nudists. Two of tile pilots 
were badly injured, tile third was 
released after a check-up. 

~ Attempting to blow yourself up can 
be a hazardous business for your 
neighbours. Sergio Mazzano tried the 
gas method and razed a three-storey 
block of flats in Bologna. At least 
four people died and several injured, 
but Mazzano himself survived. 

~In Milan, Ruggero Soldati, skimmed 
up a tree to avoid revenue officials 
who had come to see him about tax 
evasion. The effort, however, gave 
him violent cramp, which made him 
fall out of the tree, killing him. His 
reported last words were "The cramp 
got mc, not the tax man"'. 

Fortean Times 

~Emilio Tarra, a crew member in the 
1986 America's Cup race, was driving 
from Perth to Adelaide when his car 
sidCS\viped a kangaroo and left it 
sprawled in the road. Assuming it was 
dead, Tarra dressed it up in his Gucei 
blazer and propped it up against the 
car to take its photo. As he was 
focusing the camera, the beast, which 
had only been stunned, came to its 
senses and, after smacking Tarra un
conscious with its tail, bounded off 
into the bush still wearing the de
signer blazer, with his passport, $2000 
and sixtecn credit cards in its pockets. 

~As for the Italian pOstal system: a 
birthday card from Helen Sidler, 
working in the US embassy in Rome, 
to her father William in Danville, 
Pennsylvania. It arrived 37 years after 
his death. A letter written by six
year-old Marina Cuboiti to Father 
Christmas in 1971 has been returned 
by the Italian post office to her 
mother's house in Sardinia with" Ad
dressee unknown" on the envelope. 
Two postcards sent from Italy by 
Gwen Sykes in 1975 to her son David 
in Chalfont St Peter, Bucks. When 
they arrived, Mr Sykes was 70 and his 
mother had died eight ycars carlier at 
the age of 95. 

~After five years of having his drive 
blocked by a 70-year-old magnolia 
tree, which is neighbour Rino Poma 
refused to move, Giovanni Bignami 
finally reached the end of his tether. 
Bigniami took an axe to the tree and 
felled it. Poma had the last laugh 
though, as t~e venerable tree toppled 
straight onto Bignami's new car and 
crushed it. 

~ A farmer, aged 54 climbed five 
flights of stairs in a hospital in 
Mcssina to have a heart check-up. 
When he reached tile top he collapsed 
and died of a massive coronary. 

~Salvatore Chirilino reached for a 
lucky four-leafed clover on a cliffiop 
in Vibo .narina and plunged 150 n to 
his death. His wife said, "He slipped 
on the wet grass and went over the 
side". A police spokesman helpfully 
added, "It's just not lucky for every
one", 
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Cinema· 
After the planning, signing, re

writing and finally shooting has all 
been done the film company's task is 
not yet over. After all, they then have 
to convince you and I to see the film. 
No doubt most ad' men prefer a 
to-the-point title but here are some 
that challenge their skill and dexter
ity. Fit these on the billboard I I 

Did You Hear What Happened to 
Eddie?: starring Johnny Depp and 
John Cusack this comedy drama is tile 
directorial debut of Martin Landau. 
Custer Marching to Valhalla: Dances 
With Wolves Michael Blake wrote this 
tale of Custer and his wife with Brad 
Pill specifically in mind. To Gillian 
on Her 37'" Birthday: Peter Gallagh
er's wife (Michelle PfeifTer) has been 
dead for two years, but he's not 
letting her go. Snow White In The 
Black Forest: whatever animation ean 
do Sigoumey Weaver ean do beller! 
Miracle of Pe/ham Bay Park: 'a 
vision of the Virgin Mary brings a 
devout young girl (Anna Paquin) and 
a doubtful priest (Harvey Keitel) 
together. The Lion, The Witch and 
The Wardrobe: tile C.S. Lewis adven
ture to be directed by John Boorman. 
Last Time I Committed Suicide star
ring Keanu Reeves who is in need of 
box office credibility. 

Personally my charade favourite 
was Incredibly Strange Creatures 
Who Stopped Living and Became 
Mixed Up Zombies. Unfortunately, the 
vogue nowadays is to kcep it short 
and simple, i.e. ID4. So, are tile 
marketing men gelling their way? 

Zorro: Martin Campbell (Golden 
Eye) directs Antonio Banderas. Un
forgettable: beautiful scientist Linda 
Fiorentino might have just what sus-" 
pected murderer Ray Liotta needs: a 
serum that ean retrieve his slain 
wife's memories. Tracks: Julia Rob
erts is a woman travelling the Austral
ian outback on a camel. The Flood:. 
Christian Slater and Morgan Freeman 
are two bank robbers trapped by a 
flooded river. Sandblast: a former 
land mine clcarance specialist, Wes
Icy Snipes, finds himself doing a job 
for commandos in the desert after the 
Gulf War. Ransom: a millionaire, Mel 
Gibson, engages in a battle of wits 
with his son's kidnappers. 187: An 
idealistic school tc.1cher, Samuel L. 
Jackson, is driven to a murderous 
rampage after being brutally attacked 
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by gang members from his class. 187 
refers to the police code for homicide. 

Night .... atch: Nick Nolte is taking 
a pay cut to play a baddie in this story 
of a student, Ewan McGregor, who 
takes a job as a night watchman in a 
morgue and is framed for murder. 
Michael: Nora Ephron (Sleepless in 
Seat/le) directs and co-writes the story 
of an angel John Travolta and the 
tabloid reporters (Andie MacDoweU, 
William Hun) on his tail. Metro: 
wisc-cracking hostage negotiator, Ed
die Murphy, and his less experienced 
partner. Lorea: Andy Garcia takes the 
tiUe role of the biopie of the Spanish 
poet_ Infinity: Matthew Broderick di
rect and stars in the true story of 
physicist Richard Feynman, who faces 
conflicts of loyalty, morality and the 
heart as he faUs in love while 
America enters World War H. 
Hillsborough: Cracker fans will re
member the story of a football fan 
who was at HiIIsborough and turned a 
killer. Well, it seems writer Jimmy 
McGovern stiU has a few ghost to 
exorcise. Fallen: a relenUess cop 
hunts down a serial killer, only to 
discover that the kiUer is actuaUy the 
devil. Bugs: After Toy Story the next 
joint venture between Disney and 
Pixar (the computer whizz kids) is 
about an "ansy grasshopper". Bliss: 
Terence Stamp foUows Priscilla with 
a role of an unconventional sex 
therapist. Basquiat: a biopic of 
painter Jean Michel Basquiat who 
died aged 27. David Bowie stars with 
Dennis Hopper and Gary Oldman. 

Opening Soon. 
Island of Dr. Moreau. Val Kilmer," 

Marlon Brando and David Thewlis 
star for director John Frankenheimer 
in tbis version of the H.G. Wells story 
of a mad doctor experimenting \vith 
animal mutations. Opens 15 Nov. 

Sunchasers. An oncologist is kid
napped by a dying young criminal 
seeking a miracle cure. Directed by 
Miehael Cimino staring Woody Har
relson. Opens 22 November. 

American Buffalo. Dustin HofT
man and Dennis Franz play a junk 
store owner and a small time crook 
who plot to steal a valuable coin. 
Opens 22 November. 

Home For The Holidays. Jodie 
Foster directs Holly Hunter as a single 

Agrifog/io Boseo 

mum who returns to the familial folk 
for Thanksgiving and is faced with 
enough arguments, conflicts, tantrums 
and guilt trips to last a lifetime.Opens 
22 November. 

Crimetime. Pete Postlethwaite and 
Stephen Baldwin team up again 
(Usual Suspects) for a story where a 
t.V. crime show gets a litUe too real. 
Opens 29 November. 

Beautiful Girls. ted Denune di
rects an ensemble effort about five 
friends at their IO-year school reun
ion. Matt Dillon, Timothy Hutton and 
Uma Thurman star. Opens 29 Nov. 

An American Buffalo 

Kansas City. Robert Altman di
rects this drama about a black busi
nessman who fails to arrive at an 
annual gambling visit to Kansas. Star
ring Harry Belafonte and Jennifer 
Jason Leigh. Opens 29 November. 

Long Kiss Goodnight. Samuel L. 
Jackson helps Geena Davis overcome 
a bad case of amnesia and recall that 
she is a secret agent mixed up in a 
sinister plot. Opens 29 November. 

Jingle All The Way.- Big Arnie in 
this comedy about a father who will 
go to any lengths to gct his son's 
Christmas present on Christmas Eve. 
Opens 6 December. 

Star Trek: First Contact. A new 
Enterprise \vith Picard and no Kirk 
(horahl) against the Borg this time. 
Directed by Number Onc Jonathan 
Flakes. Opens 13 December. 

Crash. David Cronenberg directs 
this futuristic tale of danger, sex, 
death and car crashes. James Spader, 
Holly Hunter are along for the ride. 

101 Dalmations. Live action Dis
ney production starring Glenn Close 
as Cruella De Vii, Jeff Daniels and 
Joely Richardson. Opens 13 Dec. 
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BRAVATOUR 2001 
Low Cost Flights to Italy 

Ag:r4for 
A.T.OL 
H:lkler 

.1 
including 

BOLOGNA - CAGUARI - CATANIA 
GENOA - MILAN - NAPlES - PALERMO - PISA 

ROME - TURIN - VENICE - VERONA 
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Daily Departures 
PRICES ON REQUEST 
Tel:01819934520 

410 Gunnesbury lane, london, W3 8ED 
rei: 9181 993 4520 Fax: 0181 992 8881 

NEGRONI. 
TIiE ITAUAN STAR 

AT YOUR TABLE 

Specialists in Italian Cheeses, 
Fresh Pasta and Meat Products 

Importers and Distr!butors 
of wines and provisions 

CARNEVALE HOUSE 
BLUNDELLSTREET 
LONDON N7 9BN 
TEL: 0171-6078777 
FAX: 0171-607 8774 

POPLAR STREET 
MOLDGREEN 

HUDDERSFIELD HDS 9AY 
TEL: 01484-514117 
FAX: 01484-432861 

DOUBl~ GlAZ NG D ~~Cl 
c 

FINESTRE E PORTE 
Suppliers & Fitters of UPVC, 

Aluminium Windows, Patio Doors, 
Porches, Doors Etc.. 

Deal directly with the fillers 
with 20 years experience. 

No high pressure selling - No gimmicks! 
Quality British Standard approved products 

at affordable prices. 
For that better deal ring: 

Antonio - 0181 888 6939 
Tommaso - 0181 292 9791 
Tommaso - 0973 733 559 

QUALffY AT THE RIG/-ff PRICE 
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THE 
GARTHHOTEL 

BANQUETING & CONFERENCE SUITES 

The hotel has two new purpose built conference and 
banqueting suites capable of accommodating up to 300 people. 

Each suite is elegantly furnished and equipped to the highest 
standards with purpose built bars, full audio visual and lighting 

facilities, which help to provide the atmosphere for any occasion. 

November 96 

A selection of menus are' available for banquets with an 
emphasis on Italian cuisine. 

For more information or a brochure pack please contact 
Mr Marino at the Hotel. 

G~H 
GARTHHOTEL 

Hendon Wly·Crkkkwood· London NW2.2NL 

RESERVATIONS 

081-209 1511 
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Sportlight 
As you know, the editor has 

precluded me from writing about the 
team who are currently on the top of 
tile Premier League. This ban was, of 
course, before the present champions 
cOnceded 11 goals in two matches 
costing my own Times Fantasy 
League Team minus 22 Points through 
having Schmeichel in goal. 

I am encouraged to write instead 
on the Rugby revoluiion. My only 
reluctance in doing so· is my genuine 
doubt concerning where the game 
and, in particuhir, many of the clubs 
will be in twelve montlls time. 

This magazine is about to enter its 
twentieth year and in my early days 
as its sports correspondent I com
mcnted that· ultimately Rugby would 
go professional and perhaps, naively, 
suggested there was no reason why 
professional rugby could still not be 
played with tile 'amateur spirit. Cer
tainly I felt it was high time tllat the 
barriers between League and, Union 
were broken down and I am delighted 
this has happened. 

What I was not ready for, was tile 
speed of change once the initial 
decision to open up the sport had 
been' made. But in truth, once the 
floodgates are unlocked - how do you 
hold back tile flow of water? 

In a very short space of time, 
Tuigamala is at Wasps earning £5,000 
per match, Sella and Lynagh are at 
Saracens and players at Harlequins 
are said to be on win bonuses of 
£1,250 per game. Wasps have moved 
their first team matches to QPR's 
ground at Lonus Road and Saracens 
are at Enfield. 

The question which I do not 
believe anyone can answer at the 
moment is how many clubs can in the 
long tenn pay these wage bills and 
remain financially viable. Newcastle 
are top of the Courage Division 2 but 
have the financial backing of Sir John 
Hall He is a shrewd businessman and 
whilst his football club may also be 
spending money as if it was going out 
of fashion he will want a return on his 
investment within whatever timcscale 
he may have set himself. 

Football is a world wide sport and 
the most popular spectator attraction 
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in this country. Certainly in the 
Premiership, with the exception of 
one or two clubs, there are gates well 
over 20,000 people and with sophisti
cated commercial marketing enter
prises, football is big money business. 
As ti,e gap increases between the 
Premiership and lower divisions, how
ever, inevitably it is felt that many 
teams will either have to go part time, 
merge, ground share or go out of 
business - read the press about 
Brighton and Hove Albion, Port Vale 
and ask yourself whatever happened 
to. Newport. 

Richard Evans 

although the warning signs are defi
nitely tI,ere. 
, Meanwhile what has been happen

, ing on the field? 
For a start, in the Heineken Cup 

both Bath and Wasps had to beat their 
French opposition in Dax and Tou
louse to stand any chance of reaching 
the big European pay days of the 
quarter and semi finals. In spite of 
Wasps crushing victory they may still 
not make it. 

For my part, in the European 
Confcrence, I have been following the 
progress of Padova in tile pool con-

taining Northampton 
and Orrell. Sadly the 
Italian side lost 42 -
25 to Orrell and have 
only won a single 
game out of their 
first four matches, 

Nevertheless, 
there must be consid
erable interest in the 
forthcoming England 
-v- Italy international 
and tI,ere still seems 
some doubt about 
just how strong a 
team England will 
put out. The game at 
the moment really is 
in a state of coofu-

But it is not just the less wealthy sion with Sir John Hall still threaten
rugby union clubs that I am worried ing legal proceedings against the 
about. Rugby does not have the same RFU. This is of course yet anot1ler 
tradition of spectators paying large problem - can an amateur game run 
sums of money and coming in large by dedicated and committed enthusi
numbers through the gate to watch the , asts still be run in the same way once 
sport other than for the Five Nations it becomes professional. Posing the 
Championship. They do not have question in that way, I believe pro
sophisticated commercial marketing vides you with the answer. 
set ups and will they have the same From a distance, I can sce it is 
widespread appeal in any event? very casy to pass trite and simplistic 
Rugby is a very physical sport and we opinions. Nevertheless I cannot help 
have already seen injuries to the likes but feel that onee the decision was 
of Sella so the risk is high once you made to go "Open", the administra
are into the commereial win bonus tive set up, controls over the money 
arena, that top name players will coming into the sport and the struc
sustain serious injuries thereby keep- ture of the competitions to be played 
ing them out of the game should all of been thought through 

Unless therc are entrepreneurs pre- before implementation. 
pared to subsidise indefinitely, I really I only hope it will not all end in 
do have fears for the long tenn tears. 
financial safety of the game but it is 
still too early to be dogmatic -
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Itaisport 
Ciclismo: Per la 23' voila un bclga ha 
vinto iI titolo mondiale di ciclismo. 
Musccuw ha balluto sui traguardo 10 
svizzcro Mauro Giannetli, I'unico 
compagno di fuga che ha rello iI suo 
ritmo. Medaglia di bronzo per 
Michele Banoli., Trionfo italiano nella 
prova su strada under 23 ai mondiali 
di Lugano. Quattro azzurri nei primi 
quattro posli dopo umi gara veramente 
impeccabile per tutli gli italiani. Ha 
vinto Giuliano Figueras in volala 
davanli a Robcrto Sgambclluri. Terza 
piazza - e mcdaglia di bronzo - per 
Luca Sironi che ha bruciato sui 
traguardo Paolo Bellini. 

Sci: La Coppa del Mondo maschile si 
apre con la villoria dello svizzcro 
Steve Locher nel gigante di Soc1den 
(2'03"20). Locher, ha cliiuso con 31 
centesimi di vantaggio su Von 
Gruenigen e un secondo sui norvegcse 
Aamodt. Kjus, detentore della Coppa, 
e' uscito nella scconda manche. Buona 
prova degli azzurri: Nana 120 (ha 
fallo meglio di tulli nella seconda 
manche), 130 Holzcr, 150 Koenig
sranier. 

Pallanuoto: La 3' giomala 
Themis Posillipo 21-10 Paguros Cala
nia 
Licodia Eubca 11 - 12 Pro Recco 
Siricem Ortigia 7 - 9 Pool Como 
Bosca Brescia 8 - 13 Athena Savona 
Vetor Anzio 10 - 10 Pescara 
Ina Roma 19 - 8 Universo Bologna 
Nervi 6 - 9 Florentia 

Basket: Classifica dopo 7 giomate 

Calcio: Coppa delle Coppe 
Sparta Praga I - Fiorenlina I 
4' Lokvene 62' Robbiali 
Champions League 
]uventus 5 - Rapid Vienna 0 
(4' Boksie 
27' Montero 
28' Del Piero 
59' Boksie 
74' Del Piero) 
A.C. Milan 4 - Goteborg 2 
(3' Boban 26' Blomqvist 
13'Albertini (r) ,3l'Andersson 
43'Locatelli 
9l'Baggio) 

CoppaUEFA 
Casino Graz 4 - Inter 5 
(rigore parato da Pagliuca) 
Roma 2 - I Karlsruhe 
(Balbo 21' Keller 38' st 
Balbo 26') 
Tenerife 5 • Lazio 3 
(Nevded 13' Nesta IS' (a) 
Kodro 27' Fuser 30' 
]uanele 38' Casiraghi 46' 
]okanovic 48' 
]uanele 62') 

Maratona: Giacomo Leone, 25enne 
di Francavilla Fontana (Brindisi), 
atlela delle Fiamme Oro, ha vinto la 
rnaratona di New York. 11 pugliese, 
sempre in testa, e' andato in fuga a 3 
chilometri dall'arrivo, chiudendo in 2 
ore 09'54" davanli a1l'etiope Turbo 
Tumo. Erano 10 anni che un italiano 
non vinceva a New York. E' la quarta 
vittoria italiana dopo la doppietta di 
Pizzolato ('84 e '85) e iI successo di 
PoH nel 1986. Ollima prova di 
Franca. 

Sandro Pratoli 

Del Piero 

Pallamano: La 5' di campionato A I 
Alpi Prato 28·18 Telenorba Coversano 
Ortigia Siracusa 31-17 Rosolini 
Arag Rubiera 32-19 Bencvento 
Principc Trieste 27-13 Mazara del 
Vallo 
Mordano 24-30 Gamma due Modena 
Bologna 196920-20 Forst Bressanone 
S. Vigilio Merano 22-22 CX Power 
Horse Teramo 
Classifiea: Principc 10, Ortifia e Alpi 
8, Bologna 7, CX Power, Acqua S. 
Vigilio e Gamma Due 6, Forst 5, 
Mazara del Vallo e Arag 4, Telenorba 
3, Mordano 2, Rosolini I, Benevenlo 
O. 

Squadre Pti. Gioc. Vinte Perse Punti F. Punti S. 
Calcio: Sconfilta di misura per la nazionale di Sacchi 
contro la Bosnia iI 6 novembre. I tre goal tU11i nel prima 
tempo. AI quarto minuto a segno Salihamidzic che rende 
vana la prodezza di Toldo. Cinque minuti piu tardi la 
prodezza di Chiesa su uno svarione della difesa 
bosniaca. Infine una veloce azione di rimessa consente a 
Bolie di siglare iI goal partita. 

Benellon TV 14 7 7 0 
Kinder BO 12 7 6 I 
Stefanel MI 12 7 6 1 
Tcamsystem BO 10 7 5 2 
MashVR 10 7 5 2 
Cagiva VA 6 7 3 4 
Telemarket RM 6 7 3 4 
Polti Cantu 6 7 3 4 
Viola RC 6 7 3 4 
Fonlanafrcdda SI 6 7 3 4 
Genertel TS 4 7 2 5 
Scavolini PS 2 7 I 6 
Came Montana FO 2 7 I 6 
Olimpia PT 2 7 I 6 
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655 555 
654 587 
623 527 
581 549 
552 512 
575 601 
566 577 
564 568 
564 608 
544 529 
596 649 
562 619 
559 636 
549 617 

ltalia: Toldo (46' Marehegiani), Carnasciali, Padalino, 
Maldini, Torricclli (69' Apolloni), Zola,Di Maltco (46' 
Giunti), Albertini, D.Baggio (46' Lcnlini), Casiraghi 
(46'Ravanelli), Chiesa (46'Simone) 

Rugby: Classifica Serie A:- Lafert San Dona' 32-13 Cer. 
Serenissima Colleferro, Record Cucine Rovigo 61-31 
L'Aquila, Amalori Catania 3-25 Roma. Le altre partile 
della giornata sono rinviate al 4 diccmbre. 
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SATELLITE SPECIALISTS 
ALL SATELLITES SUPPLIED 

& 
INSTALLED 

TEL: 081-8030322 

EST 1965 

R.PROIETTI 
ITALIAN CAR SPECIALISTS 

.SERVICING 
GENERAL REPAIRS 
BODYWORK 
RESTORATIONS 

FOR YOUR CLASSIC/NEW 
FIAT * ALFA * LANCIA 

Tel: 0171 607 0798 
Fax: 0171 619 0001 

2 BLUNDELL STREET, LONDON N7 9BJ 

Oggetti Religiosi 
Ogni domenica dalle 9.45 am - 2.00pm al No.2 Back Hill 

I 

Potete trovare tutti gli oggetti religiosi per: 
Prima Comunione, Cresima, Matrimoni, Benedizione del 
Papa, Rosari, Bibbie, Statue, if Nuovo Catechismo della 

Chiesa Cattolica, quadri, ecc ... 
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THOMAS B. TREACY 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

4 Chadwell Street, London ECI (IKm from St. Peter's) 

Funeral Directors in Residence 

Repatriations To Italy 

Roman Catholic Memorial Cards 

Italian 'Last Supper' Caskets 

Roman Catholic Chapel of Rest 

Stonemasonry with Italian inscriptions, 
Photos, Emblems and Personal 

Handwritten Message 

Tel: 0171 837 1775 * 24 Hour Service 

GEORGE & GRAHAM 
NEWSAGENTS 

Italian and English 
Newspapers and Magazin.e 

Don't miss your favourite newspaper or 
magazine ... 

Subscribe with GEORGE & GRAHA . 

Per ricevere la vostra copia di qualsiasi rivista 0 

giornale italiano .... 

ABBONATEVI con GEORGE & GRAHAM 

Tel: 0171-278 1770 
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t\~PP~ 

~ DOLCE ITALIA 
221 LONG LANE, FINCHLEY, LONDON N3 

TEL: 0181 3462097 

Sweeten your celebration with 

':Dolce :5 taUa' ~ cake~ ~or 
c4ny occa~ion 

CUJe ca ter ~ront the ~ntaLle~t ~antily t;!a therin'iJ 

to the Lar'iJe~t weaain'iJ party. 

eake~ ntaae to your ae~i'iJn 
our ~peciaLity ,,~PP~ 

Birthday 
Novembre96 
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Tempo Libero 
WHAT IS IT? 

36. 

Fill in the areas marked with a dot. 

Ah ... Mrs Jones ..... we have just found the problem with 
your television .... it requires a new screen!! 

JOIN THE DOTS 

18 

31. 

i7 '-;I) X)'14 
• ·-13 

16 '15 

Join the dots in the numbered sequence. 

Look at it on the positive side .... he's 
giving you a good boxing lesson!!! 

The two pictures have 20 differences. Can you spot them? 
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Mamma's Ricetta Mrs. M~ G. 

Torta di Patate Farcita 

Ingredienti: 
500 gr patate farinose 
1 porro tritato 
50 grburro 
75 gr prosciutto cotto 
75 gr pancetta affumicata 
25 gr parrnigiano grattugiato 
75 gr emmental 
1 uovo 
una manciata prczzcmolo tritato 
noce moscatalsale 

Metodo: Fate appassire il porro in 20 gr di burro. Tritate il 
prosciutto e tagliate la pancctta in Iistrelle corte e sottili. 
Lcssate le patate senza pelarlc e appena cotte pelatele 
ancora calde e passatele alia sehiacciapatate. Unite al porro 
il prosciutto, il parrnigiano, I'uovo, 20gr burro, il sale e la 
noce moscata. Mescolate tutto insieme. Imburrate una teglia 
di circa 23cm diametro. Stendete suI fondo meta del 
composto. Sistemate sopra le Iistrelle di pancetta, il tritto di 
prezzcmolo ed infine I'emmental tagliato a fettine sottili. 
Coprite con il restante composto e con 'una forchetta fate 
delle strisce. Passatcla nel fomo pre-scaldato 2000/no.6 per 
30 minuti. Lasciatela riposare per S minuti prima di servirla. 

Torta di Patate e Funghi 

Ingredienti 
.500 gr patate farinose 
4 cucchiai di olio 
I piccola cipolla tritata 
1 spicchio d'aglio tritato 
2S gr funghi sccchi 
1 manciata prczzcmolo tritato 
1 dado . 
6 cucchiai Mars.~la 0 vino bianco 
100 gr panna Iiquida 
50 gr parmigiano 
2 uova 
2 cucchiai di farina 
pangrattatolsalelpepe 

Metodo: Fate ammorbidire i funghi in acqua ticpida. Fate 
appassire la cipolla e I'aglio nel olio. Strizzate i funghi c 
tritateli. Uniteli al soffritto di cipolla con il prczzcmolo. 
Irrorateli con il Mars.~la nel quale avete seiolto ,I dado e 
cucinate lentmnente finche il vino sara quasi tutto evapo
rato. Aggiungete la paura e lasciatela ridure alia meta. 
Togliete il recipiente dal fuoco. Less.~te le patate senza 
pelarle. Appena cottc pelatele e passatela alia schiacciap
atate. Incorporatevi il parmigiano grattugiato, le uova, il 
composto di funghi, la farina, il pepe ed il sale. Mescolate 
bene tutti insieme. hnburrate e rivestite di pangrattato uno 
stampo di 23 cm di diametro. Sistematevi iI composto. 
Cospargetelo con iI pangrattato. Passatela nelfomo pre
scaldato 2000/no. 4 per 30 minuti. Lasciatela ripos.~re per 
ahneno 5 minuti prima di servirla. 
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Potatoes with Ham & Bacon 

Ingredients 
1 Ib of boiling potatoes 
1 leek finely chopped 
2"0:1: butter 
30:1: ham 
30:1: bacon ~ 
1 0:1: parrncsan cheese, grated 
30:1: Cheddar 
1 egg 
1 handful parsley, chopped 
nutmeg/salt 

Method: Lightly fry the Icck in 1 0:1: butter. Chop the 
ham and cut the bacon into short thin slices. Boil the 
potatoes without peeling them. Then peel them while 
still hot and mash them thoroughly. Add the leek, ham, 
Parmcsan, egg, 10:1: butter, salt and nutmeg. Mix all the 
ingredients together. Butter an ovenproof dish about 9'" 
in diameter. Put half of the mixture into the dish. Cover 
with tile bacon pieces, parsley and finally witll tile 
Cheddar cheese finely sliced. Cover with the remaining 
mixture. With a fork make lines across the surfaee. 
Bake in pre-heated oven 2000/no.6 for 30 minutes. 
Allow to cool for 5 minutes before serving. 

Potatoes with Mushrooms 

Ingredients 
1 Ib of boiling potatoes 
4 tablespoons of oil 
1 small onion finely chopped 
1 clove of garlic finely chopped 
1 0:1: dried mushrooms 
1 handful of parsley chopped 
1 stock cube 
6 tablespoons Mars.~la or white wine 
4 fl 0:1: single cream 
2 0:1: Parmcsan grated 
2 eggs 
2 tablespoons flour 
breadcrumbsls.~lt/pepper 

Method: Soak mushrooms in lukewaml water. Lightly 
fry the onions and garlic in oil. Squeeze the mushrooms 
and finely chop them. Add them and the parsley to the 
onions. Pour in the Mars.~la in which you have 
dissolved the stock cube and fry gently until almost all 
of the Marsala has evaporated. Add the cream and 
reduce to about half. Remove from heat. Boil the 
potatoes without peeling them. Peel them while still hot 
and mash them thoroughly. Add the Parmcsan, eggs, the 
mushroom mixture, flour, pepper and salt. Mix togcther 
thoroughly. Butter an ovenproof dish, 9" in diameter 
and sprinkle base and sides with breadcrumbs. Pour the 
mixture into the dish. Sprinkle the breadcrumbs over the 
top. Bake in pre-hc.~ted oven 2000/no.6 for 30 minutes. 
Allow to cool for 5 minutes before serving. 
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Tuesday 31 ST. PETER'S New Yea~s Eve Dinner and Dance 
Hilton Hotel, Park Lane, W1. See page 13 for full details 

, . 

Tuesday 31 AMICI 01 CASANOVA Cena e 8allo 
Royal Lancaster Hotel. See page 19 for full details 

L'abbonamento annuale (10 edizioni) con The annual subscription (10 issues) including 
spcse postali, solo per la GB, costa £10.00, postage, UK only, is £10.00, Please remem
Ricordatevi che BACKHILL viene pro- ber that BACKHILL is a voluntary and non 
dotto da volontari e non ha scopo di profit making publication, and any addi
profitto. Qualunque vostro dono ci aiutera' tional donation you make will help us to 
a continuare a servire la comunita' ital- continue this service to the Italian Commu-
iana. nity. 

BACKHILL Subscriptions 
11 Fieldview Court, Fryent Close, London NW9 

Name 

Nmne DateJData 

Addre.'i.~ SubslAbbonamento 

IlIdiril.'-o 
DonationIDono 

Total F.nclosed 

Summa Acclusa £ 

Cheques payable to: "BACKIIII.I."·- Vaglie Intestate a: "BACKIIILI)' 
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. ,ALBERTO GIACOMETTI 
. . 1901-1966 

An Exhibition 

9 October to 1 January 1997 
Times 10.00 - 1800 

.Royal Acaqemy of Arts, Piccadilly 
Tel: 0171.4945676 

CORELLICEUUSTMASCOINC~E~~ 
Concerto., Grosso Op 6, No 8 
English Chamber Orcliestra 

Tuesday 17 December at 19.30 
Barbican Centre, Silk Street, EC3 

Tel: 0171 6388891 , . 

FROM.MANTEGNA TO PICASSO 
'.' ~ ~ '':- 'Drawings from' , 

'Pierpoint,Morgan Library, NewY?rk 

9 November to 23 January 1997 
Roy!!l Academy. of Arts, Piccadilly 

'.Tel;Opl 494 5676 

FAMILY CLASSICAL GALA 

including excerpts from 
Puccini, Rossini & Mascagni 

Monday 30 December at 15.00 
Barbican Centre, Silk Street, EC3 

Tel: 0171 6388891 

'. ' 

ILPOSTINO 
directed by Michael Radford 

starring Massimo Troisi. 

Sunday 15 December at 18.30 
Thursday 19 December at 19.30 

NFT, South Ballk 
Tel: 0171 928 3232' 

CLASSICAL GALA NIGHT 
inc1u4ing excerpts from 

Puccini, Rossini & Mascagni 

Sunday 29 December at 19.30 
Barbican Centre, Silk Street, EC3 

, Tel: 0171 6,38 8891 

OPERA GALA NIGHT 
including excerptS from ' 

Rossini, Puccini, Donizetti, Cilea, 
Leoncavallo & Mascagni 

Saturday 28 December.at 20.00 
'Barbicim Centre, Silk Street, j!C3 

, Tel: 0171 638 8891 

VERDI REQUIEM 
'conducted by Sir Coliri Dav!s 

S'unday 15 December at 19.30 
Barbican Centre, Silk Street, EC3 

Tel: 0171 6388891 

STEALING BEAUTY: BERTTOLUCCI IN CONTEXT 
a lecture on the Italian director by 

Mary Wood, Lecturer"in Media Studies 
, Ilirkbeck College, London 

Tuesday 3 December at 13.00 
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